
The Gospel Doctrine Class
Book of Mormon - Lesson 8                      O How Great the Goodness of Our God

2 Nephi 6-10

A study of this lesson will help us understand our need for 
the Atonement of Jesus Christ and teach us how to receive 
all the blessings of the Atonement.

President Marion G. Romney: "This Church is the standard 
which Isaiah said the Lord would set up for the people in the 
latter days. This Church was given to be a light to the world 
and to be a standard for God's people and for the Gentiles 
to seek to. This Church is the ensign on the mountain spoken 
of by the Old Testament prophets. It is the way, the truth, 
and the life." (Conference Report, April 1961)

Brigham Young:  "My heart is comforted. I behold the people 
of God, that they have been hunted, cast out, driven from 
the face of men. The powers of earth and hell have striven 
to destroy this Kingdom from the earth. The wicked have 
succeeded in doing so in former ages; but this Kingdom they 
cannot destroy, because it is the last dispensation—because 
it is the fulness of times. It is the dispensation of all 
dispensations, and will excel in magnificence and glory every 
dispensation that has ever been committed to the children 
of men upon the earth. The Lord will bring again Zion, 
redeem his Israel, plant his standard upon the earth, and 
establish the laws of his Kingdom, and those laws will 
prevail." (Discourses of Brigham Young, p442)

Brother Robert L. Millett: "Although Israel has 'sold herself' 
through repeated transgression, although she has rejected 
her God and his everlasting covenant, although the people 
of the covenant have been disloyal to the royal within them, 
yet the decree is sure: Jehovah has not and will not cast 
them off forever." (Studies In Scripture, 7:115)

Joseph Smith:  "The fundamental principles of our religion 
are the testimony of the Apostles and Prophets, concerning 
Jesus Christ, that He died, was buried, and rose again the 
third day, and ascended into heaven; and all other things 
which pertain to our religion are only appendages to it." 

(Teachings, p121)

President Joseph Fielding Smith: "Death is just as important 
in the welfare of man as is birth. There is no greater blessing 
that can come than the blessing of birth. One third of the 
hosts of heaven, because of rebellion, were denied that 
privilege, and hence they have no bodies of flesh and bones, 
that great gift of God. 
    "But who would like to live forever in this mundane world, 
filled with pain, decay, sorrow, and tribulation, and grow old 
and infirm and yet have to remain with all the vicissitudes of 
mortality? I think all of us would come to the conclusion, if 
that proposition were placed before us, that we would not 
like to have it. We would reject it. We would not want life of 
that nature. Life here in this world is short of necessity, and 
yet all that is required may be accomplished, but death is 
just as important in the plan of salvation as birth is.  We have 
to die--it is essential--and death comes into the world 'to fulfill 
the merciful plan of the great creator'." (Doctrines of 
Salvation, 1:116)

Elder James E. Talmage: "According to the technical 
definition of sin it consists in the violation of law, and in this 
strict sense sin may be committed inadvertently or in 
ignorance. It is plain, however, from the scriptural doctrine 
of human responsibility and the unerring justice of God, that 
in his transgressions as in his righteous deeds man will be 
judged according to his ability to comprehend and obey 
law. To him who has never been made acquainted with a 
higher law the requirements of that law do not apply in their 
fulness. For sins committed without knowledge--that is, for 
laws violated in ignorance--a propitiation has been provided 
in the atonement wrought through the sacrifice of the Savior; 
and sinners of this class do not stand condemned, but shall 
be given opportunity yet to learn and to accept or reject the 
principles of the Gospel." (Articles of Faith, p58)

Next Week’s Reading Assignment
2 Nephi 11–25

“Hearken diligently unto me, and remember the words which I have spoken;
and come unto the Holy One of Israel, and feast upon that which perisheth not, 
neither can be corrupted, and let your soul delight in fatness.” (2 Nephi 9:54)
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