The Gospel Doctrine Class
Doctrine & Covenants - Lesson 14

The Law of Consecration

“And behold, thou wilt remember the poor, and consecrate of thy properties for their support that which
thou hast to impart unto them, with a covenant and a deed which cannot be broken.” (D&C 42:30)
D&C 42:30–42; 51; 78; 82; 104:11–18
A study of this lesson will help us understand the law of
consecration and its eternal purposes and desire to consecrate
our lives more fully to the service of God.

Heber C. Kimball: "Let us take that course which will make us
independent of all other people upon the earth; I know that this
is the course for us to take all the time. Then we should put our
minds together, and our mites also, to build up the kingdom of
God; and if we will do this, being of one spirit, we shall prosper
in all things. I know of no other way for us to become of one
heart and one mind in regard to the things of the kingdom of
God. By pursuing this course we shall increase in the knowledge
of the truth, and ere long the angels will come to visit us, and
Father will talk to us in relation to his purposes and the
introduction of his government. Let us endeavor to attain these
blessings, for they are ours through faithfulness and diligence
in well-doing." (Journal of Discourses, 10:78)
Joseph Smith: "A religion that does not require the sacrifice of
all things never has power sufficient to produce the faith
necessary unto life and salvation; for, from the first existence of
man, the faith necessary unto the enjoyment of life and salvation
never could be obtained without the sacrifice of all earthly
things.... When a man has offered in sacrifice all that he has
for the truth's sake, not even witholding his life, and believing
before God that he has been called to make this sacrifice
because he seeks to do his will, he does know, most assuredly,
that God does and will accept his sacrifice and offering, and that
he has not, nor will not seek his face in vain. Under these
circumstances, then he can obtain the faith necessary for him
to lay hold on eternal life." (Lectures on Faith, 6:7)
Bishop Victor L. Brown (former Presid-ing Bishop of the Church)
said that until we "feel in total harmony" with the principle that
everything we have belongs to the Lord, "it will be difficult, if not
impossible, for us to accept the law of consecration. As we
prepare to live this law, we will look forward with great
anticipation to the day when the call will come. If, on the other
hand, we hope it can be delayed so we can have the pleasure
of accumulating material things, we are on the wrong path."
(1976 Devotional Speeches of the Year, 439)

Elder Marion G. Romney: "What prohibits us from giving as
much in fast offerings as we would have given in surpluses
under the United Order? Nothing but our own limitations."
(Conference Report, Apr 1966)
President W. Kimball: "Consecration is the giving of one's time,
talents, and means to care for those in need--whether spiritually
or temporally--and in building the Lord's kingdom. In Welfare
Services, members consecrate as they labor on production
projects, donate materials to Deseret Industries, share their
professional talents, give a generous fast offering, and respond
to ward and quorum service projects. They consecrate their time
in their home or visiting teaching. We consecrate when we give
of ourselves." (Ensign, Aug 1984, p4)
Elder Neal A. Maxwell: "The many other things we 'give' … are
actually the things He has already given or loaned to us.
However, when you and I finally submit ourselves, by letting our
individual wills be swallowed up in God's will, then we are really
giving something to Him! It is the only possession which is truly
ours to give!" (Ensign, Nov 1995, p24)
Spencer W. Kimball: "May I suggest three fundamental things
we must do if we are to 'bring again Zion,' three things for which
we who labor for Zion must commit ourselves.
"First, we must eliminate the individual tendency to selfishness
that snares the soul, shrinks the heart, and darkens the mind....
"Second, we must cooperate completely and work in harmony
one with the other. There must be unanimity in our decisions
and unity in our actions....
"Third, we must lay on the altar and sacrifice whatever is
required by the Lord. We begin by offering a 'broken heart and
a contrite spirit.' We follow this by giving our best effort in our
assigned fields of labor and callings. We learn our duty and
execute it fully.
"Finally we consecrate our time, talents, and means as called
upon by our file leaders and as prompted by the whisperings of
the Spirit." (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, pp363-364)

Next Week’s Reading Assignment
D&C 46; Articles of Faith 1:7; 1 Corinthians 12–13;
Moroni 10:8–18; Our Heritage,pages 42–43, 47–48, 63
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