The Gospel Doctrine Class
Doctrine & Covenants - Lesson 20

The Kingdoms of Glory

“And while we meditated upon these things, the Lord touched the eyes of our understandings
and they were opened, and the glory of the Lord shone round about.” (D&C 76:19)
D&C 76; 131; 132:19–24; 137
A study of this lesson will help us carefully consider the eternal
inheritances in the three kingdoms of glory and encourage us to
live in such a way that we will be able to inherit celestial glory
and dwell in Heavenly Father’s presence with our families.

has sinned against the Holy Ghost, there is no repentance for him.
He has got to say the sun does not shine while he sees it; he has
got to deny Jesus Christ when the heavens have been opened
unto him, and to deny the plan of salvation with his eyes open to
the truth of it; and from that time he begins be an enemy. This is
the case with many apostates of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints." (Teachings, p358)

President Joseph Fielding Smith: "Section 76 of the Doctrine and
Covenants in its sublimity and clearness in relation to the eternal
destiny of the human family, has not been surpassed. It should be
treasured by all members of the Church as a priceless heritage.
It should strengthen their faith and be to them an incentive to seek
the exaltation promised to all who are just and true. So plain and
simple are its teachings that none should stumble or
misunderstand." (Church History & Modern Revelation, 2:50)

Elder Melvin J. Ballard: "Now those who died without law, meaning
the pagan nations, for lack of faithfulness, for lack of devotion in
the former life, are obtaining what they are entitled to. I don't mean
to say that all of them will be barred from entrance into the highest
glory. Any one of them who repents and complies with the
conditions might also obtain celestial glory, but the great bulk of
them will only obtain terrestrial glory." (Ser-mons of Melvin J.
Ballard, p251)

Elder Orson Pratt: "We can only go about so far with our natural
sight; but there is a faculty in every man and woman which is now
sleeping in a dormant state; and as soon as it is touched by the
Spirit of the Lord, we shall be enabled to see a new world of things
as it were, mysteries will be opened up, and we will perceive
naturally as if they were written, and in this way we shall be able
to learn very rapidly indeed. If we want a knowledge of this world
or of ourselves, when our spirits were born, or if we desire to know
things that took place before the foundations of the world were
laid or the nucleus was formed, when the sons of God shouted for
joy, if we desired to know these things it would only be necessary
for the Spirit of the Lord to touch the vision of our minds and light
up our understanding, and we could gaze upon things past for
thousands of generations of worlds before the earth was made,
and we could see the succession of worlds that have been and
were in existence long before this earth was formed; we could see
the ordeals through which they had passed, see them brought into
existence and passing through their several changes and finally
become glorified celestial mansions in the presence of God."
(Journal of Discourses, 19:178)

President Ezra Taft Benson: "...not to be valiant in one's testimony
is a tragedy of eternal consequence. These are members who
know this latter-day work is true, but who fail to endure to the end.
Some may even hold temple re-commends, but do not magnify
their callings in the Church. Without valor, they do not take an
affirmative stand for the kingdom of God. Some seek the praise,
adulation, and honors of men; others attempt to conceal their sins;
and a few criticize those who preside over them." (Teachings of
Ezra Taft Benson, p392-393)

Joseph Smith: "I could explain a hundred fold more that I ever
have of the glories of the kingdoms manifested to me in the vision,
were I permitted, and were the people prepared to receive them."
(Teachings, p304)
Joseph Smith: "What must a man do to commit the unpardonable
sin? He must receive the Holy Ghost, have the heavens opened
unto him, and know God, and then sin against Him. After a man

President Joseph Fielding Smith: "To be 'made equal in power,
and in might, and in dominion,' does not mean that all shall
advance with equal rapidity and perfection, but that means are
given to them as sons of God by which they may obtain this
fulness." (Church History and Modern Revelation, 2:58)
Joseph Smith: "When you climb up a ladder, you must begin at
the bottom, and ascend step by step, until you arrive at the top;
and so it is with the principles of the Gospel—you must begin with
the first, and go on until you learn all the principles of exaltation.
But it will be a great while after you have passed through the veil
before you will have learned them. It is not all to be comprehended
in this world; it will be a great work to learn our salvation and
exaltation even beyond the grave." (TPJS, p348)

Next Week’s Reading Assignment
D&C 29:9–29; 34:5–12; 45:16–75; 88:86–99;
101:22–34; 133
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