The Gospel Doctrine Class
Doctrine & Covenants - Lesson 27

A study of this lesson will help us learn about the early Saints’
efforts to establish the city of Zion in Missouri and to
encourage us to help build Zion today

President George Q. Cannon: "Here comes the command
of God to this man [Abraham] who has been taught so
scrupulously about the sinfulness of murder and human
sacrifice, to do these very things. Now, why did the Lord ask
such things of Abraham? Because, knowing what his future
would be and that he would be the father of an innumerable
posterity, he was determined to test him. God did not do this
for His own sake; for He knew by His foreknowledge what
Abraham would do [Abr. 1:22-23] ; but the purpose was to
impress upon Abraham a lesson, and to enable him to attain
unto knowledge that he could not obtain in any other way.
That is why God tries all of us. It is not for His own knowledge
for He knows all things beforehand. He knows all your lives
and everything you will do. But He tries us for our own good,
that we may know ourselves, for it is most important that a
man should know himself. He required Abraham to submit
to this trial because he intended to give him glory, exaltation
and honor; He intended to make him a king and a priest, to
share with Himself the glory, power and dominion which He
exercised." (CR, April 1899, pp66-67)
President Spencer W. Kimball: "May I suggest three
fundamental things we must do if we are to "bring again
Zion," three things for which we who labor for Zion must
commit ourselves.
"First, we must eliminate the individual tendency to
selfishness that snares the soul, shrinks the heart, and
darkens the mind....
"Second, we must cooperate completely and work in
harmony one with the other. There must be unanimity in our
decisions and unity in our actions....
"Third, we must lay on the altar and sacrifice whatever is
required by the Lord. We begin by offering a 'broken heart
and a contrite spirit.' We follow this by giving our best effort

They Must Needs Be Chastened and Tried

in our assigned fields of labor and callings. We learn our
duty and execute it fully. Finally we consecrate our time,
talents, and means as called upon by our file leaders and
as prompted by the whisperings of the Spirit." (Teachings of
Spencer W. Kimball, pp363-364)
President Spencer W. Kimball: "Zion can be built up only
among those who are the pure in heart, not a people torn
by covetousness or greed, but a pure and selfless
people. Not a people who are pure in appearance, rather a
people who are pure in heart. Zion is to be in the world and
not of the world, not dulled by a sense of carnal security, nor
paralyzed by materialism. No, Zion is not things of the lower,
but of the higher order, things that exalt the mind and sanctify
the heart." (Ibid., p363)
According to Wilford Woodruff the participants of Zion’s
Camp "gained an experience that we never could have
gained in any other way. We had the privilege of beholding
the face of the prophet, and we had the privilege of traveling
a thousand miles with him, and seeing the workings of the
Spirit of God with him, and the revelations of Jesus Christ
unto him and the fulfillment of those revelations.... Had I not
gone up with Zion's camp I should not have been [President
of the Church] today." (JD, 13:158)
Joseph Smith told the elders in Kirtland: "Brethren, some of
you are angry with me, because you did not fight in Missouri;
but let me tell you, God did not want you to fight. He could
not organize His kingdom with twelve men to open the
Gospel door to the nations of the earth, and with seventy
men under their direction to follow in their tracks, unless He
took them from a body of men who had offered their lives,
and who had made as great a sacrifice as did Abraham.
Now the Lord has got His Twelve and His Seventy." (HC,
2:182)
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