The Gospel Doctrine Class
Doctrine & Covenants - Lesson 31

Sealed … for Time and for All Eternity

“Prepare thy heart to receive and obey the instructions which I am about to give unto you; for
all those who have this law revealed unto them must obey the same.” (D&C 132:3)
D&C 131:1–4; 132:4–33
A study of this lesson will help us understand that eternal
marriage is an essential part of Heavenly Father’s plan, to
help youth prepare for eternal marriage, and to encourage
married couples to abide in the marriage covenant.

President George Q. Cannon: "We believe in the eternal nature
of the marriage relation, that man and woman are destined, as
husband and wife, to dwell together eternally. We believe that
we are organized as we are, with all these affections, with all
this love for each other, for a definite purpose, something far
more lasting than to be extinguished when death shall overtake
us. We believe that when a man and woman are united as
husband and wife, and they love each other, their hearts and
feelings are one, that that love is as enduring as eternity itself,
and that when death overtakes them it will neither extinguish
nor cool that love, but that it will brighten and kindle it to a purer
flame, and that it will endure through eternity; and that if we
have offspring they will be with us and our mutual associations
will be one of the chief joys of the heaven to which we are
hastening. . . . God has restored the everlasting priesthood, by
which ties can be formed, consecrated and consummated,
which shall be as enduring as we ourselves are enduring, that
is, as our spiritual nature; and husbands and wives will be united
together, and they and their children will dwell and associate
together eternally, and this, as I have said, will constitute one
of the chief joys of heaven; and we look forward to it with
delightful anticipations." (Journal of Discourses, 14:320-21)
President Boyd K. Packer: "The ultimate purpose of all we teach
is to unite parents and children in faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
that they are happy at home, sealed in an eternal marriage,
linked to their generations, and assured of exaltation in the
presence of our Heavenly Father." (Ensign, May 1995, p8)
Joseph Smith: "Except a man and his wife enter into an
everlasting covenant and be married for eternity, while in this
probation, by the power and authority of the Holy Priesthood,
they will cease to increase when they die; that is, they will not
have any children after the resurrection." (History of the Church,
5:391)

The 1st Presidency declared on June 30, 1916: "So far as the
stages of eternal progression and attainment have been made
known though divine revelation, we are to understand that only
resurrected and glorified beings can become parents of spirit
offspring. Only such exalted souls have reached maturity in the
appointed course of eternal life; and the spirits born to them in
the eternal worlds will pass in due sequence through the several
stages or estates by which the glorified parents have attained
exaltation." (Encyclopedia Of Mormonism, p1676)
President Joseph Fielding Smith: "Now marriage for eternity
can be performed only in the temples.
"It cannot be performed anywhere else. Authority by which
such marriages are solemnized must be vested in the one who
performs the ordinances, by virtue of appointment by the one
who holds the keys.
"There is but one man living on the earth at a time who holds
the keys of this binding or sealing power. No other man has the
right to officiate in a marriage, or sealing ceremony, for time
and all eternity, unless he has obtained the direct appointment
from the one who holds the keys of this power.
"That appointment may be cancelled at any time, when the
one who holds those keys shall say the privilege is withdrawn.
No man can officiate in these ceremonies unless he himself
holds the holy priesthood. Any man who presumes to perform
such marriages by virtue of his office in the priesthood, without
having been appointed by the man who holds the keys of this
power, is without authority and such acts are null and void."
(Doctrines of Salvation, 2:74)
President Joseph Fielding Smith: "The meaning of this
expression is this: Every covenant, contract, bond, obligation,
oath, vow, and performance, that man receives through the
covenants and blessings of the gospel, is sealed by the Holy
Spirit with a promise. The promise is that the blessing will be
obtained, if those who seek it are true and faithful to the end.
If they are not faithful, then the Holy Spirit will withdraw the
blessing, and the promise comes to an end." (Doctrines of
Salvation, 1:45)
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